
Key Points 
The request must be made through California OES while 
the fi re is burning uncontrolled.   Complete the Initial 
Request Form (F-158) and fax it to OES Sacramento at 
916-845-8910.

FEMA (through California OES) may approve 
declarations for fi re management assistance when it 
determines that a fi re or fi re complex threatens such 
destruction as would constitute a major disaster.  

Evaluation criteria must include:
1. Threat to lives and improved property, including 

threats to critical facilities and infrastructure, and 
critical watershed areas.

2. Availability of resources:  Local, Operational Area, 
Regional, and State.

3. High Fire Danger Conditions as indicated by a 
nationally accepted indices such as the National Fire 
Danger Rating System.

4. Potential for major economic impact.

Eligiblility Criteria
• The Incident Commander, or comparable State 

Offi cial, requests the resources.
• The activities performed must be the legal 

responsibility of the applying entity, required 
as a result of the Declared Fire, and performed 
within the designated fi re area.

Eligible Costs
• Equipment Costs – Expended or lost, to the 

extent not covered by insurance
• Labor Costs – Overtime for permanent or 

reassigned state and local employees, and 
regular time and overtime for temporary and 
contract employees.

• Travel and Per Diem – For employees 
performing eligible work, including provisions 
of fi eld camps and meals when provided in 
place of per diem.

• Essential Assistance – Activities to protect life 
and property directly related to the declared fi re 
including, but not limited to, police barricading 

and traffi c control, extraordinary emergency 
operations center expenses, evacuation 
and sheltering, search and rescue, arson 
investigation, public information, and removal 
of trees that pose a threat to the general public.

• Temporary Repair of Damage Caused by 
Firefi ghting Activities – Short-term actions 
that protect the immediate safety of the general 
public and are completed within 30 days of the 
close of the incident period for the declared fi re.

• Mobilization and Demobilization – The latter 
may be claimed at a delayed date.

Critical Point
Following FEMA’s approval of your request, the OES 
Fire and Rescue Deputy Chief will contact your agency.  
OES will recommend the “Incident Period” once the fi re 
is controlled.  Control, for the purpose of the FMAG 
request, is typically described as the time when “Mop-Up 
and Patrol” ends and “Rehab” begins.  This point will 
be discussed with your agency based on the individual 
incident conditions.  Long-term rehab is NOT included.  
The OES Fire and Rescue Deputy Chief will assist you 
in determining the close of the incident period.

The “close of the incident period” starts several timelines 
in motion.  You will have 30 days to submit a Request 
for Fire Management Assistance Subgrant (FEMA Form 
90-133), and 6 months to submit expenses for FEMA 
reimbursement.

Generally, wildland fi refi ghting costs must be incurred 
during the incident period of a declared fi re to be 
considered eligible for reimbursement.  Exceptions 
include mobilization, demobilization and eligible 
temporary repairs.

The ICS 209 is an important document throughout the 
FMAG process.

For more information:
OES Fire and Rescue Branch - (916 845-8711)
www.oes.ca.gov (click on Fire and Rescue Branch,
then Online Documents)

FEMA
Fire Management

Assistance Grant Program

FMAG
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